
 MON   9/6 7:30 Joan Hoag 
 TUE   9/7 7:30 Petrus & Hendrika DeGraef 
 WED   9/8 8:00 Isidro Romero 
 THU   9/9 7:30 Flora & Lewis Cevasco 
 FRI   9/10 7:30  
 SAT   9/11 7:30 Joe Fuetsch 
   4:30 PM Paul Battaglia—WTC 
 SUN  9/12 7:30 Mario Balestrieri 
   9:00 Horace P. Costanza 
   10:30 People of the Parish             
     (Spanish) 12:30 PM Dolores & Joe Cardenas 
    John & Julia Polina Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

August 29, 2010 
 
      

 Weekly Offering  $     4,441.00 
 Parish Maintenance  $          23.00 
 Missionary Coop  $     3,596.00 
 

Your continued support of your parish 
is greatly appreciated.  Thank you! 

In your charity please pray for 
The repose of the souls of 

Carmen Contreras 
Helen Joanne Sparr 
Jose Ormondo Garza 

Who entered into the 
Presence of our Lord. 

          Please make a note that next 
Weekend, September 11 & 12, St. Catherine 
of Siena will  have a second collection for the 
PARISH MAINTENANCE. 

The Parish Office will be 
closed on  

Monday, September 6, 2010 
 in observance of Labor Day 

EMBRACING YOUR CROSS 
  We often speak of the “crosses” we must carry in life. These 
can range from loss of a job to a serious or terminal illness to 
unhealthy relationships, and so on. The cross has become the 
wide-ranging metaphor for the trials, ills, and discomforts that 
are part and parcel of every human life. While we all under-
stand this use of the word “cross,” it does a disservice to what 
the Jesus of the Gospels means by it. For him, a “cross” is not 
something that fate, bad luck, or unfortunate circumstances 
foists upon one. It is, instead, something one chooses, some-
thing one embraces.  
  For Jesus, carrying the cross in discipleship was the rejection 
of earthly possessions or status, it was the sundering of bonds 
of kinship or friendship. It was, above all, the necessary kind of 
self-sacrificing, self-surrendering choice one had to make in 
order to be a true disciple. When life hands us a “cross,” we 
pray to the Lord to give us strength to bear it. If we are to be 
true disciples, we must also pray for the strength to reach out 
and willingly accept a cross as well. To bear up, with God’s 
grace, under the burdens that are not of our own choosing does 
take a strong faith. But to walk willingly under the weight of 
the cost of discipleship shows an even stronger desire to spread 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.                          © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — Who can ever know God’s counsel 
unless God gives wisdom and sends the Holy Spirit from 
on high? (Wisdom 9:13-18b). 
Psalm — In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge 
(Psalm 90). 
Second Reading — Paul asks Philemon to accept back 
his slave Onesimus, not as a slave but as a brother 
(Philemon 9-10, 12-17). 
Gospel — To be a disciple of Jesus one must carry one’s 
own cross and renounce all possessions (Luke 14:25-33). 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 1 Cor 5:1-8; Lk 6:6-11 
Tuesday: 1 Cor 6:1-11; Lk 6:12-19 
Wednesday: Mi 5:1-4a or Rom 8:28-30;  
  Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 [18-23] 
Thursday: 1 Cor 8:1b-7, 11-13; Lk 6:27-38 
Friday:  1 Cor 9:16-19, 22b-27; Lk 6:39-42 
Saturday: 1 Cor 10:14-22; Lk 6:43-49 

Habitat for Humanity 
Volunteer Today! 

  Join the thousands of volunteers who help build 
homes each year.  Opportunities are available 
Wednesday through Saturday at the El Rincon site in 
Bay Point as well as throughout the East  Bay at both 
new developments and rehab homes.  Sign up now at 
www.habitateb.org/volunteer.  
  Want to learn more?  Attend a site tour.  Tours are 
held the first Saturday of the month from 10 am to 
noon.  For more details and to sign up visit:  
www.habitateb.org/tour.  Parish Contact is Anne 
Crisp at (925) 356-8822. 



WWEEKEEK  ATAT  AA G GLANCELANCE  
Monday,  9/6 
 7:00 PM PH Knights of Columbus Officer’s Mtg. 
 7:00 PM PC Maintenance Committee Meeting 
   

Tuesday, 9/7 
 8:00 AM PC FIRST DAY OF PRE-SCHOOL 
     10:00 AM CH Memorial Mass 
 1:00 PM CH Memorial Mass 
 3:15 PM PC St. Vincent de Paul Meeting 
 6:30 PM PC Catechist Meeting 
 7:00 PM PC R.C.I.A. Class 
 7:00 PM PH YLI Meeting 
Wednesday, 9/8 
 6:00 PM CH/PH Faith Formation starts 9/29/10 
 7:00 PM PH Knights of Columbus 
 7:30 PM CH Choir Practice 
Thursday, 9/9 
 6:00 PM PH Room Parent Meeting 
 7:00 PM CH Lector/Scripture Study 
 7:00 PM PH Columbian Ladies Meeting 
Friday, 9/10 
    10:30 AM CH School Prayer Service—  
                         Grandparents Day 
 6:00 PM PH All Club Meeting 
Saturday, 9/11 
 12:00 PM CH Memorial Mass 
 3:00 PM CH Reconciliation 
 5:00 PM PH K of C Dinner —CANCELLED 
Sunday, 9/12 
 10:00 AM PH Hospitality ~ School 
  

PC = Parish Center  ~  PH = Parish Hall  ~  CH = Church  ~  RC = Rectory 

St. Vincent de Paul 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society would like 
to thank you for your continued generosity 
in last weekend's fifth Sunday collection. It 
is also with much appreciation that we ac-
cept your kind donations of groceries and 
sundries that are collected on the second 

Sunday of each month. May God continue to bless you. This is 
a reminder that we can only accept unopened non-perishable 
food items, especially cereals, canned vegetables and canned 
fruit. We have also noticed that there are bags of clothing be-
ing left in the vestibule of the church. St. Vincent de Paul col-
lects clothing at St. Catherine Parish twice a year on Bundle 
Sundays. Please watch for the notices since those are the only 
times we can accept bags at the church. Please continue to do-
nate your clothing to the St. Vincent de Paul Society by bring-
ing them to the Thrift Store located on 2815 Contra Costa 
Boulevard in Pleasant Hill. Thank you. 

FAITH FORMATION UPDATE 
Save the date!  

 Sept. 15, 2010 at 6:00 pm in the Church 
  This evening will be a parent 
information night and we ask that all 
parents of registered children and 

parents who would like more information about our 
Religious Education Program to attend. 
  For more information, please contact Pauline Porter 
at 228-2230 or drestcath@yahoo.com.  

Thank You! 
Did you notice?  A  special note of thanks to Dan Shapiro 
(Parish School Admin. Assistant, Doreen Shapiro’s husband) 
for taking the time to paint the back stairwell to the school 
and the walls in the Parish Hall. 

Bishop’s Appeal 
    St. Catherine of Siena’s Parish Goal is 
$19,494.  To date we have collected 
$11,118.00 from Parishioners, which is 57% 
of this goal donated by 84 Parishioners. 
     YEAH!  We are over the one-half mark! 

Parish WELCOMES Inquirers for 
 Adult Faith Formation RCIA 

  The Parish joined  the Adult Faith Formation Team 
and “alums” in welcoming an interested group of 
adults, who are beginning their INQUIRY part of the 
RCIA program.  An Ice Cream Social on the warm 
summer evening added to the happiness of the 
occasion. 
  Its not too late to register for Adult Baptism, 
Eucharist and/or Confirmation.  Come by August 
31, Tues. at 6:45pm to the Parish Center Building at 
1125 Ferry St.  Call 228-2230 ext. 8. 

St. Vincent de Paul 
  St. Vincent de Paul sponsors  a food drive on the sec-
ond weekend of each month. 
  You may drop your donations at the entrance to the 
church.  Canned fruits, rice, beans, pasta, pasta sauce, 
cereal, and canned meats  are always needed.  Thanks 
for your continued support. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTORAL COUNCIL 
  For the Month of September, Pauline Porter is the 
contact for the Pastoral Council.  Questions and/or 
suggestions should be directed to her at 229-1108.  

SAINT PETER CLAVER (1581-1654) 
  Nearly two hundred years before the Declaration of Independence 
proclaimed “that all men are created equal,” two hundred fifty years 
before the Emancipation Proclamation mandated an end to slavery, 
three hundred fifty years before Martin Luther King’s “I Have a 
Dream”, and four hundred years before the election of an American 
president boasting African heritage, Peter Claver left his native Spain 
behind to volunteer for the Jesuit missions in Colombia. There, he was 
horrified both by slavery as an institution and by the inhuman brutality 
inflicted upon the slaves. He solemnly vowed to become “the slave of 
the slaves,” and lived that vow heroically for close to forty years. Not 
knowing their language, Peter began his ministry among the slaves by 
using the universal language of practical charity, providing medical 
care and a tangible though wordless assertion of their human dignity: 
“We spoke to them not with words but with our hands, kneeling beside 
them, bathing their faces and bodies, encouraging them with friendly 
gestures” (see Liturgy of the Hours, Volume 4, p. 2018). Then came 
evangelization and baptism. Holiness as human wholeness: Peter 
Claver’s enduring witness.              —Peter Scagnelli, © Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co. 



From the Desk of the Parochial Administrator 

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

All of us have heard the Christmas carol, 
“Good King Wenceslaus looked out.” It’s about 
Wenceslaus, the patron saint of what was known 
before as the country of Czechoslovakia, and who 
lived over a thousand years ago. His father, the 
Duke of Bohemia, a Christian was killed in battle 
while Wenceslaus was still young. His mother had 
become a Christian in name only. His saintly 
grandmother, Ludmilla, reared the young prince 
to be a true follower of Christ. Her influence was 
the object of envy on the part of the prince’s 
mother. His own brother Boleslas schemed to take 
over the throne. One night Wenceslaus went as 
usual to pray before the tabernacle. Right before 
the altar his own brother stabbed him to death.      
 Jesus tells us that unless, we “hate” our 
father, mother, brother (or sister) we cannot be 
His disciples.  In the language Jesus spoke, if one 
wanted to say, “I prefer this and not that,” he or 
she would actually say, “I like this and hate that.” 
Hate meant to like something less than something 
else. St. Matthew records the meaning of Christ 
more clearly. “He who loves father or mother more 
than me is not worthy of me.” (Matthew 10:37) 

In other words, Jesus declares that everyone 
who wants to follow Him must love Him more than 
anybody or anything else, even more than our 
parents and family. Thank God, most parents, 
unlike the mother and brother of Wenceslaus, are 
the very ones who inspire us to love our Lord above 
everything or everyone else. 
      Are followers of Christ in that same sense? 

What comes first in our lives? For some it is 
money, for others it’s worldly pleasure; alcohol, 
drugs, food, sex. To the one who frequently miss 
mass, a few more hours of sleep or a fishing or 
camping trip. To the proud; honors and praise. 
Seeking justice for all races and classes is way down 
the list of what many people want. That is what 
Jesus meant: His example, His command must 
come first. 
       St. Wenceslaus had a special, personal love for 
Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. He built churches 
and repaired them. He visited Our Lord many 
times every day. He even planted with his own 
hands the wheat and grapes for the bread and wine 
used in the Mass. He not only reached up to Christ 
in prayer, he reached out to the needy with help-for 
the sake of Christ.                     

 
 
 
    
Fr. Leo A. Asuncion 
                                                                       


