The Epiphany of the Lord
January 8, 2012

PROMISE FULFILLED
Isaiah reminds the people of God that the land
shall be restored to their possession, they shall rejoice to
see their people return from the bondage of exile, and
they shall be a light to the nations. In other words,

Mass Intentions
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%
MON 1/9 7:30 St. Catherine Staff
TUE 110 7:30 The People of Martinez
WED 1/11 8:00 Parish Ministries
THU 1/12 7:30 Parish Organizations

FRI 113 7:30 Boy & Girl Scouts
SAT 114 7:30 Children of the Parish

4:30 PM Joan Hoag
SUN 1/15 8:30 Daniel Marler
10:30 Horacio “Oskie” Aiello

(Spanish) 12:30 PM People of the Parish

i i Sacrificial Giving

January 1, 2012

Weekly Offering $  4,429.00
Solemnity of Mary $ 959.00
Education $ 1,015.00
Christmas $ 805.00

Your continued support of your parish
is greatly appreciated. Thank you!

| thank you...

through the people of Israel, the Savior shall come to all
people who seek God with a sincere heart. This brings joy
and the radiance of God’s glory to all the world and to all
people everywhere. Through the fidelity of the people of
God, and through God’s fidelity to them, all people shall

Prayers of Thanks to each Parishioner who helped
gather and deliver Christmas gifts to 190 Patients in
the Skilled Nursing Facilities within our Parish and
to the “cubs” & Scouts & their leaders who sang

become God’s children and rejoice in the fulfillment of
God’s promise to Israel.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — You shall be radiant at what you see,
your heart shall throb and overflow (Isaiah 60:1-6).
Psalm — Lord, every nation on earth will adore you
(Psalm 72).
Second Reading — The Gentiles are copartners in the
promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel
(Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6).
Gospel — The magi were overjoyed at seeing the star,
and on entering the house they saw the child with Mary
his mother (Matthew 2:1-12).
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11; Acts 10:34-38
or 1Jn5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11
Tuesday: 1Sm 1:9-20 or 1 Sm 1:1-8 and 1 Sm 1:9-20;

Mk 1:21-28 or Mk 1:14-20 and Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Mk 1:29-39

Thursday: 1 Sm4:1-11; Mk 1:40-45

Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Mk 2:1-12

Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a; Mk 2:13-17
Sunday: 1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40; 1 Cor 6:13c-15a,

17-20; Jn 1:35-42

carols to the patients.

A twenty-year tradition lives on... Sr. Moira

SAVE THE DATE!

Our next Speaker Series forum will be on Monday,
January 9 from 6:30 - 7:30 pm in the Parish Hall.
January’s Guest Speaker is Chris Moreland, PhD
Candidate from UC Berkeley and The Graduate
Theological Union in Berkeley. Mr. Moreland will
be giving a talk on “"The Myths of Vatican II.”

“A GIFT OF SONG™ Return Engagement
By the joint choirs of St. Catherine of Siena Parish
January 8th (Feast of the Epiphany) at 5:00 pm

This is a free concert, but free-will offerings will be
collected for the victims of the flash flood in the
Philippines. Hoping for your generous support.

Come be entertained and at the same time be able to

help our desperate brothers and sisters, especially the
children.

In your charity please pray for
The repose of the soul of
Bettie Bee Cadenasso
Who entered into the
Presence of our Lord.




| The Call to Stewardship '
: Today we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord. The U.S. |
| Bishops Pastoral on Stewardship reminds us that Baptism |
| gives all of His disciples a share in His priestly work and calls |
| them “to offer up the world and all that is in it - espe01dlly|
I themselves - to the Lord of all.” |
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MOUNTAIN VIEW SHELTER

During the week of Feb. 13 to Feb. 18, we will be
preparing the evening meal for the residents at the
Mountain View Shelter and providing needed supplies.
The Social Justice Committee will have sign-ups after
the Masses on Jan. 7 & 8.

* Sign up your organization or ministry and coordinate
the preparation and serving of a meal;

* Sign up to cook, serve or clean up during the week

* Make a donation of cash or a grocery gift card to
purchase food and/or shelter supplies for the week:
milk, juice, paper products, disposable diapers,
cleaning supplies;

* Prepare a dessert, bring fruit, salad or your specialty.

* Call Mary Banchero 228-1873 to volunteer.

Thank you for your continued support of this outreach
program with your time, talent and treasure.

Christmas Tree Ornaments
The Arts & Environment Committee has asked
that everyone collect their ornaments from the
Parish Christmas tree this weekend.

CYO Track Season Sign-Ups
CYO Track Season is coming!
Students in grades 2-8 who attend
school, Religious Education, or live in
the Parish Boundaries of Christ the
King, St. Catherine of Siena or St. Pt
Stephen’s may enroll. Signups are =
at Christ the King School, room 222, January 19 &
23 from 6:30 - 8:00 pm.
Forms and details are on the team website at
ctktrack.org. Contact Michael Clemens with
questions at info@ctktrack.org or (925) 680-1555.
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SINCERE THANKS

The St. Vincent de Paul Society would like to thank the
students of St. Catherine School and the girls of KG
Hitters Softball team for providing a combined total of 41
turkeys for Thanksgiving distribution to those families who
came for assistance. And, our continual thanks to our
generous Parishioners providing food in the barrels for our
pantry as well as monetary donations on the fifth Sunday
envelopes. Our members also wish to thank everyone
who contributed gifts from our Christmas tree bell tags.
Your presents for those who often go without, truly show
God’s love through your kindness. Thank you for your
continued support. Enjoy knowing that you are included in
our weekly prayers now and throughout the New Year.

All of the students and their families would like to;
thank the Parish Maintenance Committee and our:
Parishioners who donate to this cause, for insTaIlingi
rautomatic locks on the front door of St. Catherine;
1 School. With our new locking system, we control who:
iem‘er's - protecting our children during school hour's.
:by allowing only those we know to come and go. We'
.wan‘red you to know how some of your money is spen‘rn
' when you donate to the Church Maintenance Fund.. .
uYou help maintain the beauty and functionality of ‘rhe'
| Church and the school too, when it is needed. i
Thank you so much! We adore our Church and all of

our Parishioners!

RAFFLE WINNER

We would like to congratulate Ed Swieszcz whose ticket
was pulled by Deacon Albert as the winner of the St.
Vincent de Paul afghan!

Help Needed!

Help is needed to “un-decorate” our church. If you can
help, please join us in the church on 1/14/12 at 9:00 am.
Thanks!

WEEK AT A GLANCE
Monday, 1/9
6:30 PM PH Speaker Series
7:00 PM PC Maintenance Committee Meeting
Tuesday, 1/10
12:45PM CH School Choir Practice
3:15PM PC St.Vincent de Paul Food Distribution
6:45 PM PC R.C.LA. Class
Wednesday, 1/11
6:00 PM CH/PH Faith Formation ~ Grades K-8
7:00 PM PC Fr. Leo’s Bible Study
7:30 PM CH Choir Practice
Thursday, 1/12
7:00 PM CH Lector/Scripture Study
7:00 PM PH Knights of Columbus Meeting
7:00 PM PH Columbian Ladies Meeting
Friday, 1/13
12:00 PM CH Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
6:00 PM PH All Club Meeting
Saturday, 1/14
9:00 AM CH Un-decorate Church
3:00 PM CH Reconciliation
4:30 PM CH Catholic Radio Speaker after Masses
Sunday. 1/15
8:30 AM CH Catholic Radio Speaker after Masses
9:30 AM PH Hospitality ~ Youth Group -
Pancake Breakfast
2:00 PM CH Special Baptism
3:30 PM CH Convalidation
4:30 PM PH Confirmation Class
6:00 PM PC Youth Group
PC = Parish Center ~ PH = Parish Hall ~ CH = Church ~ RC = Rectory




From the Desk of the Parochial Administrator
Feast of the Epiphany (Year B)

In the story of the visit of the Three Wise Men or in
our Liturgical Calendar which we call the Feast of the
Epiphany, three different kinds of people with their
particular ways of relating to Jesus are presented.

The Travelers from the East, popularly known as
the Magi or Wise Men, sought Jesus consistently
through hardships and the fatiguing miles of desert
journeying. Their star-bright faith led them through the
darkness of uncertainty to the fulfillment of the deep
hope which inspired them to begin their remarkable
adventure. They were willing to leave home and those
who loved them in order to find a greater and
everlasting love.

King Herod sought Jesus for a different reason. He
wanted to destroy Him. Herod could not bother himself
to personally search for Jesus, so he commanded
others to find Him and report back. His motives were
hate and jealousy. In reality, Herod was seeking only
himself. Jesus was an obstacle to be removed from
his political and social path.

The Local Citizens of Bethlehem were indifferent to
the whole event, with the exception of the shepherds.
Although it had been foretold that the Messiah was to
be born in their town, they were unconcerned. They
refused the Holy family a place at the inn and sent
Mary off into the hills to give birth to the world’s
awaited baby.

These same attitudes are still present in the world
today. For our annual remembrance of the first
Epiphany, let's consider them.

Many are deeply dedicated to the cause of Jesus and
travel many treacherous miles. They have abandoned
family, friends and even personal gain to find Him.
They seek and find Him in their hearts, their homes
and in their work. They discover Him in the liturgies of
the Church and in the persons they meet.

There likewise are the selfish ones, like Herod. They
use religion only for their personal gain. It helps them
in politics and in business and gives them social
standing, if they belong to the right church and are
seen at the proper religious gatherings. They do not
allow God to stand in their way.

Finally we have the vast numbers of the
unconcerned, who know some of Jesus’ marvelous
history, have heard the prophecies and promises and
yet just don'’t care about God, religion or church.

What's your position? Is Jesus a threat who hampers
your style of operation? Are you perhaps indifferent to
it all and simply don’t care to be bothered? Or are you
one of the modern day Wise
Men, willing to sacrifice until
you find your Lord?

Fr. Leo A. Asuncion




