




From the Desk of the Parochial Administrator 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time (Year B) 

      When typhoons and floods, earthquakes and 
fires hit various sections of the country, there is 
little or no thought that perhaps God is sending 
these reminders to awaken in us an awareness of 
His all-holy will, so disregarded by many today. 
Moreover, it is pleasant to sit in the comfort of a 
home and watch on TV the plight and misery of 
those affected, and then let the government do 
something about it. But, the question for every 
Christian ought to be: What would Christ have done 
in my place? 
      When Jesus called his first four disciples, they 
responded promptly and generously, but, they had 
as yet no clear idea of what that call entailed. Their 
mentality was quite narrow, and their hopes rather 
bound up with a temporal kingdom.  Only gradually 
did a change of heart, a true metanoia, take place 
within them - so that as true followers of Christ, 
their interests widened to embrace even the 
pagans, and their hopes revolved around the 
spiritual promises of Christ. They took on their 
Master’s outlook and aims, and became His true 
followers. 
      Many call themselves Christians today, who 
have only a very elementary knowledge of what it 
means to follow Christ.  For some it is fashionable 
to be a Christian, just as it was for the large crowds 
who followed Jesus in Galilee, but who deserted 
Him once He make known to them His real 
demands. Others like Judas hoped to profit 
materially by being His disciple, or wish to obtain 
merely material and temporal benefits, but betray 
His interests when they go counter to their own. 
Still others are faithful followers in time of success, 
but flee away as soon as the cross looms in their 
lives. 
      The true following of Christ includes: 1) Proper 
attitudes, which involves a change of mind and 
heart if they do not reflect the mind of Christ. 2) An 
on-going process of learning what Jesus taught (the 
gospel-message) so as to be able to carry it out. 3) 
The service of others in love, which is the epitome 
of following Christ. Only then can we consider 
ourselves truly Christian.                     
    Fr. Leo A. Asuncion 

POST ABORTION HEALING RETREAT & STUDY GROUP 
  Are you or a loved one experiencing the pain of abortion?  Find hope 
and healing After the Choice.  For confidential inquiries call Christine 
at (415) 260-4406 or email christine4faith@gmail.com or go to 
222.rachelsvineyard.org. 
 *  Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat January 27-29 
 *  8 Week Healing and Scripture Study Group in Oakland    
     starting March 5 or 7 


