Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
January 15, 2012

SPEAK, LORD, WE ARE LISTENING

In today’s first reading God keeps calling out in the night to a
sleeping boy. Neither the boy, Samuel, nor his teacher, Eli,
understands who is calling. But God’s persistence convinces
them. Samuel is then ready—not ready yet to do anything, but
ready to listen. “Speak, for your servant is listening” (1 Samuel
3:10).

In the Gospel Jesus is out teaching. Various people notice him
and begin to gather around. They soon become disciples and, like
the young Samuel, are ready—not ready yet to do anything, but
ready to listen. “Speak,” they say, “we are listening.”

God’s voice is always with us, awake or asleep. It swirls around
us like fog on a waterfront, enveloping us, gently urging us to
wake up, to listen. Awareness of the voice comes first; then
willingness to listen; then, in time, the decision to act, to live
according to God’s word. Let’s ask today for the ability to keep
our ears open so we don’t miss God’s voice.
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TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Speak, for your servant is listening (1 Samuel
3:3b-10, 19).
Psalm — Here am [, Lord; I come to do your will (Psalm 40).
Second Reading — Do you not know that your body is a
temple of the Holy Spirit within you? (1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a,
17-20).
Gospel — Andrew found his brother Simon and brought him to
Jesus (John 1:35-42).
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23; Mk 2:18-22

Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13; Mk 2:23-28

Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Mk 3:1-6
Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Mk 3:7-12

Friday: 1 Sm 24:3-21; Mk 3:13-19

Saturday: 2Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27; Mk 3:20-21
Sunday: Jon 3:1-5, 10; Ps 25; 1 Cor 7:29-31;

Mk 1:14-20

MON 1/16 7:
TUE 1/17 7:30 Youth of the Parish
WED 1/18 8:00 Catholic Charities
THU 1/19 7:30 Homebound Patients
FRI 1/20 7:30 Sick of the Parish
SAT 1/21 7:30 Dolores Raggio
4:30 PM Leah Caldarazzo
Josephine & Dominic
Albanese
SUN 1/22 8:30 Thomas Sr., & Eva,
Thomas Jr. & Mike
Hernandez
10:30 Allene Bouillez

(Spanish) 12:30 PM People of the Parish

SUNDAY OFFERING

5% January 8, 2012

Weekly Offering $  5,323.00
Parish Maintenance S 963.00
Education S 20.00
Christmas S 510.00

December Online Giving 2011

Weekly Offering $ 3,331.00
Parish Maintenance $ 660.00
Education $ 325.00
Building Fund $ 210.00
St. Vincent de Paul $ 90.00
Christmas $ 740.00

Your continued support of your parish
is greatly appreciated. Thank you!

The Parish Office will be closed
Monday, January 16, 2012
in celebration of
Martin Luther King Day

2% please make a note that next weekend St. :
SO Catherine of Siena will have a second:
: orreriNG  collection for the BUILDING FUND.

CARE NOTES

The Parish Grief Ministry invites you to look in the

church foyer for the New Titles of Care Notes. Share
these Care Notes with a person in need.

In your charity please pray for
The repose of the soul of
Jose Daniel Pena
Who entered into the
Presence of our Lord.




WALK FOR LIFE 2012
Saturday, January 21 at 12:30 pm
Civic Center Plaza, San Francisco
NEW LOCATION and NEW TIME. The rally starts at
12:30 pm at Civic Center Plaza followed by the Walk
down Market Street (2 miles) ending at Justin Herman
Plaza at the Embarcadero. Ample parking and BART at
both locations. Mass at St. Mary’s Cathedral at 9:30 am.
Info Faire opens at 11:00 am at Civic Center Plaza. For
information: WalkforlifeWC.com. Bring the whole family
and WALK FOR LIFE!

THANK YOU
My sincerest thanks to all the

choirs, performers, and the rest of

the community who supported our

“A  Gift of Song” Christmas

Concerts. The December 18th

show raised a net profit of $1,598.00 - which will
benefit our Parish Ministries.

The repeat performance on January 8th raised
$1,324.00, which will be added to the $1,610.00
Parish Collection made for the flood victims in the
Philippines. The money raised will be sent to the
Diocesan Catholic Charities who will be responsible
I pray
that God will continue to shower His blessings on

for sending the money to the Philippines.

you and your family.

'CYO Track Season Sign- Ups.

: CYO Track Season is commgl-
iStudents in Grades 2-8 who attend,
'School, Religious Education, or live
in the Parish Boundaries of Christ
.the King, St. Catherine of Siena or
ISt Stephen may enroll. Signhups are
.at Christ the King School, Room 222, January 19
& 23 from 6:30 - 8:00 pm.

Forms and details are on the team website at!
ctktrack.org. Contact Michael Clemens with,
questions at info@ctktrack.org or (925) 680—i
1

CHAINS OF GRACE
The chains of grace are so powerful, and yet so sweet,
that though they attract our heart, they do not shackle our
freedoms.

—St. Francis de Sales

| The Call to Stewardship I

|
|
| eagerly, °

In today’s first reading, we hear Samuel respond |
each time the Lord calls him.!
| May we, too, be listening for the call of God in our lives |

‘Here I am!”

land be ready to say like the psalmist, “Here am I,:

| Lord; I come to do your will.” I

i Catholic School's Week starts on January 29th a‘ri
18:30 am Mass, followed by an Open House at the,
' School, where you can enjoy viewing Student Pr'ojec‘rsi
iand receive information about Preschool andi
i Kindergarten. Please tell a friend. We are accepting,
iapplica‘rions right now for 2012-2013 school year.
+ Our Warm Coat collection continues until January
120th.  Please drop off your warm coats for The.
' homeless at the school. Thank you in advancel! HappyI
' New Year! :

MOUNTAIN VIEW SHELTER FOOD DRIVE

Mountain View Family Shelter in Martinez is a homeless
shelter that provides temporary housing for about 35 children
and adults. It is a Shelter, Inc. facility that provides shelter and
case management services for homeless families in Contra
Costa County.

Food and other donations will be collected for the monthly
Mountain View House Food Drive on Jan. 21 & 22. Items
needed include:  fruit juices, sugar, coffee, and other
nonperishable food items. In addition, disposable diapers, large
30 gallon garbage bags, paper supplies and cleaning materials
are continually needed. Thank you for your continued support
of this outreach effort. Please place your
nonperishable donations in the Sacred
Heart Alcove.

Call Anne Crisp at 356-8822 if you have
questions or want to help.

WEEK AT A GLANCE
Monday, 1/16
8:30 AM PC PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
7:00 PM PC Finance Committee Meeting
Tuesday, 1/17
11:30 AM CH School Prayer Service
12:45 PM CH School Choir Practice
3:15PM PC St.Vincent de Paul Food Distribution
6:00 PM CH Vox Dei Choir Practice
6:45 PM PC R.C.I.A. Class
7:00 PM PH YLI Meeting
Wednesday, 1/18
6:00 PM CH/PH Faith Formation ~ Grades K-8
7:30 PM CH Choir Practice
Thursday, 1/19
6:00 PM CH Vox Dei Choir Practice
7:00 PM CH Lector/Scripture Study
7:00 PM PC Liturgy Committee Meeting
Friday, 1/20
12:00PM CH Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
Saturday, 1/21
3:00 PM CH Reconciliation
Sunday, 1/22
9:30 AM PH Hospitality ~ ICF
1:30 PM PH Guadalupe Society Meeting
2:00 PM CH Baptisms
PC = Parish Center ~ PH = Parish Hall ~ CH = Church ~ RC = Rectory
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From the Desk of the Parochial Administrator
Second Sunday of Ordinary Time (Year B)

Tom was the son of well-to-do parents. They gave
him everything: a sporty car, sporty clothes, his own
checking account, an expensive education. When he
graduated as a civil engineer his parents hoped he
would settle down. In a vain effort to find himself, to
see what life is all about, Tom tried everything: drink,
drugs, sex and even several religious groups. That was
several years ago.

Today Tom belongs to a group who never takes
alcohol or drugs, never smoke; who eat only one meal
a day, sleep on a thin mattress in a few squares of
coarse cloth, have no money or possessions, never
watch television or read the newspapers, who pray
and meditate eleven hours a day. “Aha,” you are
thinking, “Tom joined one of those strict religious
orders in the Catholic church.”

Not so. Tom is now a member of a Buddhist group
in Thailand. In the hard way, he found that material
things do not satisfy and do not last. He wanted
peace, solitude, simplicity. He had discovered that the
spirit in humankind is as important as his body - that
the two must work together. He gave up all the
comforts together with the hustle and bustle of
western, American life, for the simple, rugged life in
the Eastern religion.

There are thousands of Americans like Tom,
mostly young, who have moved to the East to live in a
way that is completely opposite ours. Why? They want
to experience something spiritual. They are seeking
peace by controlling body, heart and mind. They run
away from the rat-race we call our American way of
life.

In the Scripture reading, we learned that some of
the would-be followers of Jesus wanted to know
where he was staying. He told them “Come and see.”

Too many Catholics never experience the peace
and quiet of a few minutes alone with Our Lord,
especially in Church. Try it. Like the apostles, we want
to know where Jesus lives. Well, He lives right here,
day and night, just for you. He says to you and me:
“Come and see.” Try it.

Come a few minutes before the service; many do.
Stay a few minutes afterwards. Avoid the rush.
Actually experience the soul-satisfying, body-resting
practice of spending a
few quiet moments with
our Lord. Come and see.

Fr. Leo A. Asuncion

We Am'ffazfm/ the Meriah
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