


St. Catherine of Siena Pre-School Serenades
Parish Office with Christmas Carols!

The Parish Office Staff were thrilled to have our
Pre-School Children come and brighten our day by
singing Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, Up on the
House Top, Jingle Bells and We Wish You A Merry
Christmas!

The Call to Stewardship

The first reading today recalls God’s special blessing uboni
The Lord has been gracious to us as well
I'pouring into our hearts that spirit which knows Him a{;

| Father and makes us His children.

treasure these things in our hearts and live gratefully!
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MOUNTAIN VIEW SHELTER

Thank you. The 11 families of the
Mountain View Shelter and 6 families who
requested assistance for Christmas were
Very Thankful for the generosity of the St. Catherine
Faith Community. Their thanks were heartfelt and they
were so happy that they were able to have gifts for
their children this Christmas. Thanks to all of you who
helped.

During the week of Feb. 13 to Feb. 18 , we will be
preparing the evening meal for the residents at the
Mountain View Shelter and providing needed supplies.
The Social Justice Committee will have sign-ups after
the Masses on Jan. 7 & 8.

* Sign up your organization or ministry and coordinate
the preparation and serving of a meal,

* Sign up to cook, serve or clean up during the week

* Make a donation of cash or a grocery gift card to
purchase food and/or shelter supplies for the week:
milk, juice, paper products, disposable diapers,
cleaning supplies;

* Prepare a dessert, bring fruit, salad or your specialty.

* Call Mary Banchero 228-1873 to volunteer.

Thank you for your continued support of this outreach
program with your time, talent and treasure.

you and your families a very Happy New Year!

May we, like Maty,

' St. Catherine School - Around the Corner

i In January, the students and their families at St.

i Catherine School are collecting warm coats for the
ihomeless and for people who suffer from mental
i illness. All the way up to January 20, you can drop off
1at the School Office slightly used, warm, winter
icoats, blankets, sweatshirts and/or pullovers. We are
i partnering with a local mental health
' company who works with the private N\

iand public sector to distribute to gﬁ”e/——iz,D‘ .
ithose people in our community. We j ji \ \
ithank you in advance for vyour (\ ‘ )
' continued support! e

i Remember to join us January 29, at 8:30 AM
iChiIdren’s Mass. Following Mass, the school sponsors
ran Open House and Hospitality to celebrate Catholic

i Schools Week. Kindergarten will have
i Information Night on February 2 at

| 6:00 PM with tea & cookies. Bring a
E friend. We are now enrolling for Pre-K

i to 8th Grade 2012-13.

Finally, St. Catherine School would like to wish all of

WEEK AT A GLANCE
Monday. 12
8:30 AM PC Parish Office Closed
7:00 PM PH Knights of Columbus Officer’s Mtg.
Tuesday, 1/3
3:15PM PC St.Vincent de Paul Food Distribution
6:00 PM CH Cantate Domino Choir Practice
6:45 PM PC R.C.ILA. Class
7:00 PM PH YLI Meeting
Wednesday, 1/4
6:00 PM CH/PH Faith Formation ~ Grades K-8
7:00 PM PC Baptism Class - English
7:00 PM PC Fr. Leo’s Bible Study
7:30 PM CH Choir Practice
Thursday, 1/5
11:00 AM CH Memorial Mass
6:00 PM CH Cantate Domino Choir Practice
7:00 PM CH Lector/Scripture Study
7:00 PM PC Baptism Class - Spanish
7:00 PM RC Pastoral Council Meeting
Friday, 1/6
12:.00PM CH Exposition of Blessed Sacrament
6:30 PM PC ICF Meeting
Saturday, 1/7
10:30 AM CH Memorial Mass
3:00 PM CH Reconciliation
Sunday, 1/8
9:30 AM PH Hospitality ~ CYO Sports
PC = Parish Center ~ PH = Parish Hall ~ CH = Church ~ RC = Rectory




From the Desk of the Parochial Administrator
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (Year B)

Today we begin a new year amidst the annual
celebrations of revelry and noise. December has
delayed its departure with a full month of 31 days.
Now, like a spent old-timer, it silently leaves the scene
as all eyes are focused on the newborn baby of January
1. The past year is history, for better or for worse, and
we sense a revived hope of exciting opportunities in
the future.

Our religion celebrates New Year’s Day in a calm
fashion by inviting people to church in honor of the
Mother of Jesus, with the newborn baby still in her
arms. The passing of the old and the hope of the new
is reflected in Her eyes and His. The ancient Simeon,
like the old year, has steadied his trembling hands to
hold the child - for the Holy Spirit will soon take him
from the scene, along with the aged Anna, a
prophetess. The elderly pair in the temple wave
goodbye to Joseph and Mary with their infant Savior.

The silence of Mary, the Lord’s Mother, does not
indicate sadness or doubt, but a deep and determined
sense of purpose. We would do well to see the women
of today in that same dignified role and affirm them in
their rights, equality and strength. It is often said that
Mary did not speak much. But how clearly and loudly
this strong woman speaks through her Son! She is the
one who gave birth to Him who would in turn give life
to the world. All who are born again in the Baptism of
Jesus cannot forget that He in turn was born of Mary.
From Her, He is reborn every year in our worship
celebrations.

Last year on this day I hung up two calendars, one
in my office and the other in our kitchen. The kitchen
one wished me “a very happy and prosperous New
Year.” The other from a church, announced the Octave
of Christmas and displayed a picture of Mary. So we
celebrate a new beginning with thoughts of the young
mother, whose child changed the calendar from B.C to
A.D. We are privileged to live in the love as well as in
the year of the Lord.

Science says that the world has existed for nearly
five and one half billion years and will probably
continue for a few more billion years. Viewing the
whole span of time, the actual birth of Jesus is actually
a very recent event, and we are much closer to the
nativity scene than we might imagine.

It is that delightful and faith-
filled woman whom we honor
on the first day of the New
Year. We find Jesus and
Mary together and nothing
can separate them.

Fr. Leo A. Asuncion
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