ArtPlace-LETTER of INTENT-FINAL DRAFT-Nov.15, 2011

Name of organization or individual applicant:

St. Catherine of Siena Parish:  PACE  Project
One sentence description of the work for which you are seeking support:

To strengthen the capacity of a new Multi-Use Community Center PACE Project by providing public access to, and participation in music, theater and culture activities in the underserved community of Martinez, California.
Amount requested from ArtPlace:
$1,000,000

Annual operating budget:

$350,055 (Revenues + Expenses)

$217,200 (Revenues) -- $132,855 (Expenses) -- $84,345 (Income)
Name of fiscal agent [if applicable]:
St. Catherine of Siena Parish (Martinez, CA)
Name of contact person:  Sandra Hall
Address:  1125 Ferry Street
City:  Martinez
State:  California
Zip:  94553-1720
Email:  NPHSKH@aol.com
Phone:  925-228-2230
Website:   www.stcmtz.org
Type of Organization:  Non-Profit
Address of the proposed work [if different from the address above]:  Same address.

How did you become aware of this funding opportunity?  [Please select all that apply]

          Industry publication or email

Describe the work you want to do for which you are seeking ArtPlace support.  [250 words maximum]

          Build a new Multi-Use Parish Activity Center that meets the standards of a performing arts center and create a vibrant model Community Engagement Program for music, theater, and the Arts.  Maximize and strengthen the capacity of the new Center by providing public access to, and informed participation in, quality arts and culture activities in the underserved community of Martinez, a town of 36,000.
          There is no facility like the proposed Parish Activity Center Expansion in Martinez.  Civic leaders, planners, and the Chamber of Commerce, have all expressed their support.  The Center will have a raised stage for theatrical productions, concerts and multi-purpose activities for use by both the Parish and the greater community, including members of a neighboring Senior Center.  Martinez Opera Company and Martinez Music Forum will make use of the facility, as well as St. Catherine’s School Youth Programs.  The Project is being funded through the efforts of Saint Catherine of Siena Parish, considered to be a poor Parish.  Contributions to build the new Center came through five-year pledges from blue-collar workers, low-income families, and retirees. 
          This is a $3.5 million “shovel ready” project (creating 45-50 jobs) with a comprehensive 48-page business plan.  Fundraising for this project began twelve years ago.  Because of harsh economic times, recent building plans were put on hold.
          Thus far the Project has garnered $1,240,278 through fundraising and has two grants for $725,000 and $75,000 ($2,040,278 total) but still needs $1 million before building can begin.
What impact do you hope your work will have?  [100 words maximum]

          The model Multi-Use Center will provide a blueprint for maximizing the use of other Community Centers in the San Francisco Bay Area (population 7,151,000) and across the country that lack quality arts and culture activities.  It will have a theatre seating capacity of 400 and will provide 8,000 to 10,000 people a year with quality arts and culture activities.  One goal is to inspire the youth in the community to achieve artistic excellence through education and a community engagement program that provides cultivated, uplifting, enjoyable music and theater presentations.  PACE will bring more vibrancy to the downtown area.
If your work is part of a larger portfolio of strategies to change the trajectory of your community, please name the major partners in the development and execution of those strategies.  [Please do not list supporters, only full partners.]  [100 words maximum]
          PACE  Project leadership, Martinez Opera Company and Martinez Music Forum will assist in insuring the new Center meets the standards of a vibrant performing arts center.  The Center will offer help to other Multi-Use Community Centers in the Bay Area and across the country by creating new material and guides.

          Sandy Wright, School Principal and PACE  Community Engagement Program Director for music, theater, and the Arts, is an exceptional leader with an outstanding resume.  She has relationships with most of the theater companies in the Bay Area and recently launched a Theater Department at St. Joseph School in Pinole.  
