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May has traditionally been the month
during which we recognize the Blessed
Virgin Mary, mother of Jesus, so this issue
of the newsletter is devoted to her. The
following text was excerpted from
Redemptoris Mater - Mother of the
Redeemer [1987] - the sixth encyclical
written by Pope John Paul I1.

The Mother of the Redeemer has a precise
place in the plan of salvation, for "when the
time had fully come, God sent forth his Son,
born of woman, born under the law, to
redeem those who were under the law, so
that we might receive adoption as sons. And
because you are sons, God has sent the
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying,
'Abba! Father!" (Gal. 4:4-6)

With these words of the Apostle Paul, which
the Second Vatican Council takes up at the
beginning of its treatment of the Blessed
Virgin Mary.

I too wish to begin my reflection on the role
of Mary in the mystery of Christ and on her




active and exemplary presence in the life of
the Church. For they are words which
celebrate together the love of the Father, the
mission of the Son, the gift of the Spirit, the
role of the woman from whom the
Redeemer was born, and our own divine
filiation, in the mystery of the "fullness of
time."

This "fullness" indicates the moment fixed
from all eternity when the Father sent his
Son "that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life" (Jn. 3:16). It
denotes the blessed moment when the Word
that "was with God...became flesh and dwelt
among us" (Jn. 1:1, 14), and made himself
our brother. It marks the moment when the
Holy Spirit, who had already infused the
fullness of grace into Mary of Nazareth,
formed in her virginal womb the human
nature of Christ. This "fullness" marks the
moment when, with the entrance of the
eternal into time, time itself is redeemed,
and being filled with the mystery of Christ
becomes definitively "salvation time."
Finally, this "fullness" designates the hidden
beginning of the Church's journey.

In the liturgy the Church salutes Mary of
Nazareth as the Church's own beginning, for
in the event of the Immaculate Conception
the Church sees projected, and anticipated in
her most noble member, the saving grace of
Easter. And above all, in the Incarnation she
encounters Christ and Mary indissolubly
joined: he who is the Church's Lord and
Head and she who, uttering the first fiat of
the New Covenant, prefigures the Church's
condition as spouse and mother.

Strengthened by the presence of Christ (cf.
Mt. 28:20), the Church journeys through

time towards the consummation of the ages
and goes to meet the Lord who comes. But
on this journey- and I wish to make this
point straightaway-she proceeds along the
path already trodden by the Virgin Mary,
who "advanced in her pilgrimage of faith,
and loyally persevered in her union with her
Son unto the cross."

I take these very rich and evocative words
from the Constitution Lumen Gentium,
which in its concluding part offers a clear
summary of the Church's doctrine on the
Mother of Christ, whom she venerates as her
beloved Mother and as her model in faith
hope and charity.

Shortly after the Council, my great
predecessor Paul VI decided to speak further
of the Blessed Virgin. In the Encyclical
Epistle Christi Matri and subsequently in the
Apostolic Exhortations Signum Magnum
and Marialis Cultus he expounded the
foundations and criteria of the special
veneration which the Mother of Christ
receives in the Church, as well as the
various forms of Marian devotion...

The circumstance which now moves me to
take up this subject once more is the
prospect of the year 2000, now drawing
near, in which the Bimillennial Jubilee of
the birth of Jesus Christ at the same time
directs our gaze towards his Mother. In
recent years, various opinions have been
voiced suggesting that it would be fitting to
precede that anniversary by a similar Jubilee
in celebration of the birth of Mary.

In fact, even though it is not possible to
establish an exact chronological point for
identifying the date of Mary's birth, the




Church has constantly been aware that Mary
appeared on the horizon of salvation history
before Christ.6 It is a fact that when "the
fullness of time" was definitively drawing
near-the saving advent of Emmanuel- he
who was from eternity destined to be his
Mother already existed on earth. The fact
that she "preceded" the coming of Christ is
reflected every year in the liturgy of Advent.
Therefore, if to that ancient historical
expectation of the Savior we compare these
years which are bringing us closer to the end
of the second Millennium after Christ and to
the beginning of the third, it becomes fully
comprehensible that in this present period
we wish to turn in a special way to her, the
one who in the "night" of the Advent
expectation began to shine like a true
"Morning Star" (Stella Matutina). For just as
this star, together with the "dawn," precedes
the rising of the sun, so Mary from the time
of her Immaculate Conception preceded the
coming of the Savior, the rising of the "Sun
of Justice" in the history of the human race.7

Her presence in the midst of Israel-a
presence so discreet as to pass almost
unnoticed by the eyes of her
contemporaries-shone very clearly before
the Eternal One, who had associated this
hidden "daughter of Sion" (cf. Zeph. 3:14;
Zeph. 2:10) with the plan of salvation
embracing the whole history of humanity.
With good reason, then, at the end of this
Millennium, we Christians who know that
the providential plan of the Most Holy
Trinity is the central reality of Revelation
and of faith feel the need to emphasize the
unique presence of the Mother of Christ in
history, especially during these last years
leading up to the year 2000.

The Second Vatican Council prepares us
for...teaching the Mother of God in the
mystery of Christ and of the Church. If it is
true...that "only in the mystery of the
Incarnate Word does the mystery of man
take on light," then this principle must be
applied in a very particular way to that
exceptional "daughter of the human race,"
that extraordinary "woman" who became the
Mother of Christ. Only in the mystery of
Christ is her mystery fully made clear. Thus
has the Church sought to interpret it from
the very beginning: the mystery of the
Incarnation has enabled her to penetrate and
to make ever clearer the mystery of the
Mother of the Incarnate Word. The Council
of Ephesus (431) was of decisive
importance in clarifying this, for during that
Council, to the great joy of Christians, the
truth of the divine motherhood of Mary was
solemnly confirmed as a truth of the
Church's faith. Mary is the Mother of God
(= Theotokos), since by the power of the
Holy Spirit she conceived in her virginal
womb and brought into the world Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, who is of one being
with the Father. "The Son of God...born of
the Virgin Mary...has truly been made one of
us," has been made man. Thus, through the
mystery of Christ, on the horizon of the
Church's faith there shines in its fullness the
mystery of his Mother. In turn, the dogma of
the divine motherhood of Mary was for the
Council of Ephesus and is for the Church
like a seal upon the dogma of the
Incarnation, in which the Word truly
assumes human nature into the unity of his
person, without cancelling out that nature.

...Mary, as the Mother of Christ, is in a
particular way united with the Church,




"which the Lord established as his own
body." It is significant that the conciliar text
places this truth about the Church as the
Body of Christ...close proximity to the truth
that the Son of God "through the power of
the Holy Spirit was born of the Virgin
Mary." The reality of the Incarnation finds a
sort of extension in the mystery of the
Church-the Body of Christ. And one cannot
think of the reality of the Incarnation
without referring to Mary, the Mother of the
Incarnate Word.

In these reflections, however, I wish to
consider primarily that "pilgrimage of faith"
in which "the Blessed Virgin advanced,"
faithfully preserving her union with Christ.
In this way the "twofold bond" which unites
the Mother of God with Christ and with the
Church takes on historical significance. Nor
is it just a question of the Virgin Mother's
life-story, of her personal journey of faith
and "the better part" which is hers in the
mystery of salvation; it is also a question of
the history of the whole People of God, of
all those who take part in the same
"pilgrimage of faith...At the Council Paul VI
solemnly proclaimed that Mary is the Mother of
the Church, "that is, Mother of the entire
Christian people, both faithful and pastors."
Later, in 1968, in the Profession of faith known
as the "Credo of the People of God." he restated
this truth in an even more forceful way in these
words: "We believe that the Most Holy Mother
of God, the new Eve, the Mother of the Church,
carries on in heaven her maternal role with
regard to the members of Christ, cooperating in
the birth and development of divine life in the
souls of the redeemed."

...Paul VI said: "Knowledge of the true Catholic
doctrine regarding the Blessed Virgin Mary will

always be a key to the exact understanding of
the mystery of Christ and of the Church." Mary
is present in the Church as the Mother of Christ,
and at the same time as that Mother whom
Christ, in the mystery of the Redemption, gave
to humanity in the person of the Apostle John.
Thus, in her new motherhood in the Spirit, Mary
embraces each and every one in the Church, and
embraces each and every one through the
Church. In this sense Mary, Mother of the
Church, is also the Church's model...the Church
must draw "from the Virgin Mother of God the
most authentic form of perfect imitation of
Christ."

Thanks to this special bond linking the Mother
of Christ with the Church, there is further
clarified the mystery of that "woman" who, from
the first chapters of the Book of Genesis until
the Book of Revelation, accompanies the
revelation of God's salvific plan for humanity.
For Mary, present in the Church as the Mother
of the Redeemer, takes part, as a mother, in that
monumental struggle; against the powers of
darkness" which continues throughout human
history. And by her ecclesial identification as the
"woman clothed with the sun" (Rev. 12:1), it
can be said that "in the Most Holy Virgin the
Church has already reached that perfection
whereby she exists without spot or wrinkle."
Hence, as Christians raise their eyes with faith to
Mary in the course of their earthly pilgrimage,
they "strive to increase in holiness." Mary, the
exalted Daughter of Sion, helps all her children,
wherever they may be and whatever their
condition, to find in Christ the path to the
Father's house... Throughout her life, the Church
maintains with the Mother of God a link which
embraces, in the saving mystery, the past, the
present and the future, and venerates her as the
spiritual mother of humanity and the advocate of
grace."




SPECIAL EVENT ANNOUNCEMENT:

“Do You Know What You Have?” Do we as
Catholics, especially cradle Catholics,
REALLY know and understand what we
have in the True Church, or do we take it for
granted and not receive God’s healing power
in the Eucharist and the Sacrament of
Confession?

Don’t take what we have for granted!

St. Catherine of Siena Parish invites you to a
Parish Mission led by the above quoted

Richard Lane, well-known Catholic Speaker

and Evangelist, on Monday through
Thursday, May 17-20th, from 7:00—8:30
p.m. in the Church. Refreshments will
follow in the Parish Hall. This event is Free.

Good-will love offering collected each

evening.
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